
 
 

SISTER CITY YOUTH CHAPERONE RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
 Chaperones, like the Youth Ambassadors of the Cities of Kent and Auburn are seen as examples 
of our communities.  This youth program’s purpose is to encourage a cultural exchange between families 
in Japan and our two cities.  There are many similarities and differences between our cultures and our 
hope is that exchange will increase our understanding of each other.   
 
 As a chaperone, you will be hosted by a Japanese family.  Generosity and understanding is a 
quality expected of chaperones and ambassadors.  Learning a few words in Japanese and knowing about 
their families (we will be providing you information) will make a very positive impression.  omiyage  are 
small gifts given to express one’s appreciation and gratitude; they are typically given during visitations, 
seeing someone after a long absence or returning from a trip somewhere.  Ambassadors will need to plan 
on bringing approximately   10-15 omiyage for their host family and other guest and friends.  These are 
not necessarily expensive items, but should reflect American culture.  Examples might include: picture 
books of the Northwest, smoke salmon, Seattle Coffee, Aplets & Cotlets, Mariner’s items, Seattle t-shirts, 
Seattle knick-knacks…etc.  Japanese visitors are quiet gracious and will certainly appreciate this gesture 
of kindness from our ambassadors.   
 
As an adult, it is recommended that you also have a set of business cards made for the trip.  You will be 
regularly introduced to dignitaries who will present you with their business cards.  It is recommended that 
you do the same as it shows respect to the other dignitaries.  Business cards can be made with Japanese 
on one side and English on the other.  This additional step is often deeply appreciated by your hosts and 
the people you will meet. 
  
Below you will find a number of program requirements as well as suggestions to help your experience be 
a positive one.  The Sister City Youth Ambassador Program is a volunteer program and we are asking for 
your continued participation so that others may have same opportunity as you. 
 

Chaperone Responsibilities 
 
Be prepared 

• Participate in advance group planning meetings and activities for a minimum of 1 year 

• Study the culture, language, and rules of behavior of the other country 

• Be comfortable working with youths of all ages 

• Get to know student ambassadors and their families. 

• Obtain omiyage  (gifts) to take to your host family and new friends 

• It is recommended that you organize group bonding events for the ambassadors prior to the trip.  
Successful events include: movie nights, gaming nights, picnics, swimming parties, etc. 

 
Trip Responsibilities: 

• Show respect for the other culture and host family 

• Act as a liaison and advocate for the ambassadors. 

• Support ambassadors emotionally during the trip.  For many this is their first major travel 
experience and this can be an overwhelming and emotional experience. 

• Actively participate in activities with host family and group 

• Model the behavior you would like to see in the ambassadors 

• Respect and follow cultural differences (e.g. conservative clothing, gender expectations, etc.).  As 
an adult you will be held to a higher level of behavior than the students. Also, depending on your 
gender, you may be treated slightly different than the other chaperone.     
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Additional Responsibilities: 
 
Host a chaperone from Japan in your home 

• Participate in advance group planning meetings and activities 

• House and feed chaperone 

• Provide transportation to/from group activities 

• Entertain them when not in group activities (family time) 

• Cover incidental expenses (as they will for you in Japan) 

• Provide gifts to the visiting chaperone 

• Have car insurance and home-owners liability insurance in place for the visit 
 
Attend group activities 
 
Participate in Committee group activities and monthly meeting (usually 3rd Monday of each month). 
 
Going to Japan: 

• Obtain a passport (this can take up to 8 weeks) 

• Furnish youth ambassador chair with all relevant health info; info on medical coverage 

• Medical/travel insurance for the trip (approx. $3.50 to $4.00/day) x 10-12 days 

• Sign Medical/Liability release waiver  

• Provide  omiyage   (gifts) for your child to present to the host family and new friends  

• Bring cash for shopping and misc. expenses.  It is recommended you bring anywhere from $200 -
$400 worth of YEN.  Exchange can be made through your bank.  Credit cards are only accepted 
at some major retailers Japan and are subject to additional charges.  ATM cards only work in 
major cities, and even this is rare so don’t count on it if you are in need of additional funds.   

 
Should you be selected as the chaperone, prior to your visit a cultural and language workshop will help 
you, the ambassadors, and their families with cultural insights and potential taboos.   
 
I agree to the above expectation and commitment if I am selected as the 2019 Kent-Auburn-Tamba 
chaperone. 
 
Name:_______________________________________            Date __________________________ 
 
Youth Ambassador Chair_________________________        Date__________________________ 
 
Youth Ambassador Asst. Chair____________________         Date __________________________ 
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Chaperone Information: 

Chaperone Name (Same as the name appears on the passport):   

(First)___________________________(Middle initial) _____ (Last) _________________________ 

Date of Birth: _______/_______/_______   Do you have a passport:  Y / N   (circle one) 

Passport#_____________________________ 

 

Home Phone: ______________________   Email: ________________________________ 

Cell Phone: ______________________    Work Phone: ___________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Family Information: 

 

Spouse/Partner: ____________________________  

 
Do you have any children? (circle one)   Yes No 
 
Names:_________________________________ Gender: ___________.  Age: _________ 

 _________________________________ Gender: ___________.  Age: _________ 

(For additional children, please attach a separate sheet of paper to this packet) 

 

Emergency Contact Information: 

 

Emergency Contact Name: ___________________________  

Address (if different from that of applicant): _________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone: ______________________   Relationship ____________________________ 

Cell Phone: ______________________    Work Phone: ___________________________ 

 

Other: 

Ability to Speak Japanese (circle one): Beginner (0-1yr) Intermediate  Advanced 

 

(  ) Chaperone has special needs / requirements (e.g., religion, meals, medication, allergies, etc.).  Please 
specify:______________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Kent-Auburn-Tamba 
Sister City Committee 

  

Youth Ambassador Program Chaperone Application 
Form            . 

 
 

Please type or write clearly 



Chaperone Questionnaire 
 
 

Chaperone - Host Family Questionnaire 
 
This information will help your guest and their family get to know you and your 
family and home.  So please keep that in mind as you complete this form. 
 
Contact Information: 
 
Name: ____________________________  Occupation: ____________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Cell Phone: ___________________________  Home Phone:___________________________ 

Email: _______________________________ 

Interests/Hobbies: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Partner/Spouse’s Name: ____________________________ Occupation: ______________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Cell Phone: ___________________________  Home Phone:___________________________ 

Interests/Hobbies: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Family Information: 
Do you have children?  Yes or No 
 
Name: _________________________________ Gender: ___________  Age: ____________ 

Interests: _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name: _________________________________ Gender: ___________  Age: ____________ 

Interests: _________________________________________________________________________ 

For additional children, please attach a separate sheet of paper: 

 
Pet Information: 

Does your family have any pets? (circle one)  Yes  No  

If yes, what kind of pet(s)? ______________________________________________________________ 

What are the names of your pets? ________________________________________________________ 

 

Other Information: 

Does anyone in your family smoke? (circle one) Yes No 

 

Have you participated in a hosting program before? (circle one) Yes  No 

 

What type of activities are you and your family interested in?  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Other things about your family you think may be of interest to the chaperone staying with you:  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Picture 
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