Writing Your Speech

1. Offer a greeting and then bow at the waist.
Example: Minnasan konnichiwa (BOW) Hajime mashite
(Everyone, good afternoon. How do you do?)

2. Give your name:
Example: Namaewa <first name> desu

3. Give your age:
Example: Watashiwa <age> desu

4. From here you have some options. We suggest choosing 2-3 more things to add and have
provided a basic list of ideas to get you started. Feel free to talk about things that are not on
this list. Keep in mind however that you will be presenting your speech at very formal
occasions to adults so you’ll want to choose appropriate topics.

e What city you live in.

e The name of your school and your grade.

e The names of your family and what they do for a living.
e The names of your pets.

e Things you are interested in / hobbies.

e Things you don't like.

e What you look forward to about being in Japan.

5. End with a closing and bow as you say it
Example: (BOW) douzo yoroshiku onegaishimasu
(It is my pleasure to meet you)

Chaperones: Please note, your speech will be typically longer and more formal. For you, you’ll
definitely want to include your profession and information about your family. You’ll also want
to close with a more formal statement of gratitude. Here’s an example from a former
chaperone’s speech:

| am honored to be on this trip.
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| hope that the students have a great experience and create many friends.
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